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PREFACE

Over the past 2 8 years of carving and furniture
designing Marie and | have gathered tremendous amounts of
knowledge and skill learning from  master craftsman the world
over, from the shores of Africa to the jungles of Honduras,
to the depth s of the Black Forest in Germany  , and Eastern
Europe, with their  historical cultures steeped in tradition. We
have taken all of this knowledge combi  ned with a little
Canadian flair and are now putting pen to paper to ensure this
knowledge is passed on to f uture generations of woodcarvers
and woodworkers.

carving Safety

By: Gary A Crosby Of
http.//darkwood - woodcarving.com

1. Carving Safety is by far th e most important aspect of

carving and, of course, the first thing you should learn. Bur,

learning does not stop there. We learn through our actions

and, yes, t he mi stakes of ot hers. /| 6 Vv
few mistakes of my own along the way. This chapter 5

designed to provide you with as much information as possible

without overloading you. Whatever you do wh en youdre finis
reading this Is up to you, but if you can walk away keeping

the following points in mind, you will become a safer carver

overall.
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2.  Five Basic Rules to keep in mind
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carving. This means to have nothing in front of you as

far as you can reach. So, If for some reason you slip
off your project with a carving tool, no one will get

injured. Remember, your carving tools are razor sharp
and will cut in a blink of an eye.

3. Keep a full and well - stocked first aid kit in your shop
for emergency use.

4. Never, under any circumstance, do any carving with an
attitude or when feeling stressed ourt. They say that
you must relax to play golf and the same goes for
carving. You must be relaxed to carve

5. Always use the right tool for the right job

2. So, now | e euemsinto/lsane kf thd safety
aspects | 6ve | i st endeaewdr twowelaboratson!/ wi [ /
them some more.

Rulel: Al ways foll ow the manufacturerods
for the tools you are using.

My first point really applies mostly to power tools. The
to ols | am talking about are the grinders, power sharpeners,
and power carvers that are available on the market. These
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tools are designed to do a particular job and are not to be
modified.

Rule2: Keep t he O0Arco clear i[n the direc
carving. My second rule is mainly directed at you, the
carver, and your personal safety. When [ talk about the
OArco | mean the farthest

™ reach in all directions with the tool,
1 youdbre usi ng. Sohthingsake s ur
as your body parts, cats, dogs or t he
family pet, your kids, grandchildren,
& et cafenot inthe arc during carving

at any time. By doing this you will
prevent any possibility of injury to yourself or others. When
you slip, and you will, your tool will skips off your project and
If you follo  w this direction there will be no possible way you
could injure yourself or others with your carving tool

Rule 3: Keep a full and well - stocked first aid kit in your shop
for emergency use.

Next you must keep a fully stocked first aid kit at

hand. Ju stto Add to this point, keep in mind that
[ f youbr e un gduhWwiéneedsomdane to e
take you to the hospital. So, keep your better half
(spouse) informed by letting them know where you

are. | tell my wife Marie every time / go into the

shop. You see, [ O6ve had some 800 st
years. From time to time she comes out to visit me
In the shop, but | know sheds |,

me, just in case € é é




Rule 4: Never, under any

circumstance, do any carvings with an
atti tude or when feeling stressed
ourt.

You must never, under any circumstance s, attempt to do any
type of carving or woodworking with an attitude or when
youdbre stressed out. They say that yo.
and you dondt pl ay g calgdesiforoarving | a x . The
you must be relaxed to carve. What | mean by this is best
explained by an example and short true to life story.
Several years ago | was deployed with the Canadian
Forces to Honduras during hurricane 0,
Platoon Warrant O fficer for the Engineer Platoon. I, of
course, brought along some of my carving tools. After all, |
was in Honduras with all of that stunning Mahogany just lying
around after hurricane Mitch an d the flooding it produced,
walting for a good carver to come a long. | man aged to
scrounge up a chunk of Mahogany from the local economy.
Well, one night after my Platoon Commander decided to make
several key decisions without talking to me first (the decisions
were not the best ones she could of made, which in turn
caused several problems, complicated issues somewhat and had
a direct effect on the Platoon ), which meant, | now had to
deal with the issue and fix it. | grabbed my carving tools
and sat down for a couple of hours of carving and planned my
response. | wa s in no mental shape to be carving in the first
place. To make a long story short, | managed to ignore my
second and fourth rule and implanted my #5, %4 inch straight




gouge right into my left hand. | the n proceeded to the

medical tent which was only about 2 0 feet away, thank god. /

wal ked 7 nto the tent andocterinthat e d, ol s
house?o0 Dojastsp aapupersed o be in. He was one of

t he youngest dersaeroimtBe militry, and e v one

of the best | b6ve seen. Pseuseof he had a.
humour. So | asked him, as | [ i fted my ~h
Hi's response was, oYes it [Is, [ f youboé,
wood. ..are you?o0 So with that we had .

doc went on with t  he arduous task of sowing me up. W ith
some 30 stitches later, | walked out of the tent with a sore
hand and a bruised ego. | should have known better never
carve with an attitude!

Rule 5: Always use the right tool for the right job.

This rule is self - explanatory, however, we are all guilty
of breaking it. My pointis , j ust r emember what you?oéolil
and what the tool is designed to do and use the tool as it is
designed to be used.

There are a couple of other recommendations | would
like to pass onto you. One is  safety equipment that you  should
consider picking up. First, you should think about getting a
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good pair of gloves. | use weight lifting gloves because they
are made out of good quality leather. | personally like the
fingerless gloves since the palm of the glove is padded which
helps when using palm tools and they provide good contact. |
also would like to recommend picking up a good leather apron.
It will provide you with protection to your mid section, which

IS very important.

Photo of my weight lifting glove s

Photo of an Apron

8. In closing, keep the five basic rules in mind and stay
focused, and you will have a lot of fun woodcarving
and woodworking in a safe injury free environment.
9. One last point, and this drive s me nuts during my
carving lessons , and t hat is people talking with their
hands when they still have a razor sharp carving tool/
in their handsé. place the tool doi
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talk. There s nothing worse tha n a razor sharp carving
toolflyingarou nd I n front of your face w
talking.

L/ ke | say to all of my friends and s.i
play safe!

Gary & Marie Crosby
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