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We are indebted to the thousands of Canadian and World woodcarvers 
and wood workers who have shared their ideas and experiences with us over 
the years through  the internet and personal contact.   

 
PREFACE 

 
Over the past 28 years of carving and furniture designing Marie 

and I have gathered tremendous amounts of knowledge and skill learning for 
master craftsman the world over, from the shores of Africa to the jun gles 
of Honduras, to the depths of the Black Forest in Germany and Eastern 
Europe, with its historical cultures steeped in tradition. We have taken all of 
this knowledge combined with a little Canadian flare and are now putting pen 
to paper to ensure this knowledge is passed on to future generations of 
woodcarvers and woodworkers.           

 
 

 

Quick Links  
Basswood                Maple          Birch              Sumac 
Mahogany                Ash            Cherry    
Walnut                   Oak             Bark 
      

This sort E -Book contains the basics that you will need to start 
carving and preparing your own plans. There are several types of wood & 
bark displayed in this short e -book that are use d in woodcarving. But like 
everything else, there are conditions and characteristics of t he wood that 
you should be aware of before you start any carvings. In the following pages 
we will discuss some of the types of Bark, hardwoods and softwoods that 
you can use to make your own work of art.  
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 Cottonwood Bark     
Locating Wood.  The bark, used in bark carving, is found in most provinces of 
Canada and northern United States. The only hard part is finding it. I know 
for a fact that Alberta, British Columbia and Ontario have an excellent 
source and abundance of bark.   The tree that provides the lar ger chunks is 
called Cottonwood. For the smaller chunks we use  Black Popular or Blossom 
Popular. They grow in wet lands such as riversides or swampy areas.   The 
tree grows very  

 
 Straight and tall with a short life span.   The bark will fall off 

older trees  at the base of the tree, but the best time to harvest the 
bark is after the tree has died. The bark will come off the tree in 
several large chucks  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do not remove the bark from trees that are still alive.  That will 
damage the tree or kill it.   And the bark is of no use to you until it dries for 
a year or so. If you pick up the old dead bark, you will be able to start 
carving within hours of getting it home.  I would recommend you pick up two 
or three garbage bags of bark once a year and place them in a warm dry 
location. This will allow you to pick and choose your bark to match the 
pattern you plan on using. Bark carving makes excellent X -mass gifts for just 
about anyone, especially if they  have a cabin or cottage. Just a reminder, if 
you plan on going out yourself to locate bark, ensure you get the landowner's 
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permission to do so. After all, it's his tree not yours and removing any of the 
bark without permission would be stealing. I've not yet met a landowner that 
would not let me remove bark f rom an old dead tree, and it helps if you give 
them one of your carvings when you're done. You will have a friend and a 
wood source for life.   
  

  
 OAK.   Is considered a coarse, porous wood and is mainly 

used in the construction of furniture and archit ectural wood 
carving. It is considered a very hard and stable wood. There are 
several standard types of Oak two of which are listed below:    
a.     Wood Name: Red Oak, (North America)  
b.     Density Lbs per Cubic Ft : 45 lbs  
c.     Practical Workability : Fair  
d.     Split Resistance : Good, but will split when left outside.  
e.     Grain & Toxicity  Course, porous considered not to be toxic, 

but when sanding a mask is necessary. Makes excellent furniture 

and is good for carving and staining, providing an old  world look.  

  
a.     Wood Name: Live Oak, (North America, Florida)  
b.     Density Lbs per Cubic Ft : 52 lbs  
c.     Practical Workability : Fair  
d.     Split Resistance : Good, dense considered not to be toxic but 
when sanding a mask is necessary.  
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  MAPLE. Is considered one of the harder woods on the 
market. Its grain runs much the same as Oak, but you will rarely 
find a piece of maple that has perfectly straight grain. Maple 
comes in a variety of colors and is a very inexpensive wood to 
purchase. Iõve used maple and have found it to provide a very 
appealing color tone and strength:    
a.     Wood Name: Maple, both light and dark  

b.     Density Lbs per Cubic Ft : 35 -44 Lbs  
c.     Practical Workability : Medium Hard  
d.     Split Resistance : Good 
e.     Grain & Toxicity:  Moderate, Fine  considered not 
to be toxic, but when sanding a mask is necessary  

  

a.     Wood Name: Birds eye maple  
b.     Density Lbs per Cubic Ft : 35 -44 Lbs  
c.     Practical Workability : Hard to very hard  
d.     Split Resistance : Good to excellent  
e.     Grain & Toxicity:  Fine, the wood has a 

tendency to chatter   considered   not to be toxic, 

but when sanding a mask is necessary  

  
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
























