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   PREFACE  

Over the past 28 years of carving and furniture designing Marie and I have 
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of this knowledge combined with a little Canadian flair and are now putting 

pen to paper to ensure this knowledge is passed on to future generations  of 

woodcarvers and woodworkers.  
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General  

    Carving a feather is normally an easy thing;  there is not a lot of detail 

required in order for a chunk of wood to become a good representation of a 

feather. The difficulty is when you carve a feather to be an exact duplicate 

of a real feather or you carve multiple feathers such as in an eagle wing.        

    Anatomy of  a Feather.   The feather is made up of 4 main parts ;  the 

Vane which is the majority of the feather õs makeup. The Rachis that runs 

through the centre of the feather  and t he Barb which will require most of 

your effort when it comes to carving. The After feathe r is the hardest to 

carve but ,  luckily ,  you only have to carve the after feather when doing an 

individual feather.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 001 
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                             Feather Patterns  
 Single feather   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Figure 002  
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Double Feather  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

     Figure 003  
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Multiple  Feather  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Figure 004  
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Cross Section of a single feather.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

                            

Figure 005  

Carving steps  

 Step 1 -  Print out the one feather pattern and trace 

it on to your 4 inch x 10 inch 7/8 inch thick basswood.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 006  
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Figure 008 Carbon paper  

 

 

 

Figure 007 Feather Pattern  

 

Step 2 -  Now it õs time to carve out your pattern. First pick up your parting 

tool and start cutting out the outside edge of the pattern .  Remember,  do not 

cut away the pattern line and stay on the outside of it.  
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Step 3 -  Then you begin to define the Rachis. First you need to cut on the 

outside edge of the Rachis with your parting tool.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                   Figure 009  

 

Figure 08 



Page | 11 
 

 

After making the first pass with your parting 

tool ,  your feather project should look like figure 10.  

Note  1: as you can see by the photo in figure 10 

remember to never remove the line as you carve out 

the feather .  òStay on the outside of the pattern 

lineó.    

 

Note 2: When using the parting tool ,  never allow 

the outside edge of the parting tool to go below the 

wood surfaces. If you do ,  you will see the wood 

chatter up ,  which will break away the pattern and 

could destroy your project.  

Note 3: Now ,  depending on how deep you need to 

go,  you might have t o make several passes, just keep 

in mind note 2 above.     

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

Figure 10  
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Step: 4 All I do is remove some of the outside 

excess wood stock. I do this by using my Stubai, 

number 5 straight gouge from Austria. Stubia  has 

some relatively inexpensive carving tools, but the 

quality is outstanding .         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So, as you can see in figure 

14 and figure 15 all I do is 

remove the outside wood stock 

without damaging the feather 

pattern.  

Figure 14 
Figure 15 

Figure 11 Figure 12 

Figure 13 

Figure 13 
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Keep removing wood stock 

from the outside edge of your 

pattern until you have cut down a 

minimum of ½ of the way through 

the 7/8 bass wood board. Try not 

to go much further to avoid 

weakening your project.  You will 

have to repeat step 3 and step 4  

several times until you reach the 

required depth.       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15  
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Step 4 -  Now itõs time to remove the 

wood stock around the Rachis up and down 

the complete Vane, making room for the 

next step which is carving the Barb. I do 

this by taking my parting tool  and removing 

wood stock on the left and right of the 

Rachis.  

Note: make sure you  only carve 

approx. 1/8 inch in depth and no more. And ,  

as before ,  stay to the outside of the Rachis 

pattern line.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16 

Figure 16  Figure 17  
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Step 5, now you will need to remove the 

wood stock from the left and right of the 

Rachis. By doing this you will give the feather 

the look of depth. Remember ,  the idea is to 

remove more stock closer to the Rachis and 

less to the outside of the feather, see the 

profile below  in figure 20 .        

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 18  

Figure 19  

Figure 20 Feather profile  


