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PREFACE 

 
Over the past 2 8 years of carving and furniture 

designing Marie and I have gathered tremendous amounts of 
knowledge and skill learning from  master craftsman the world 
over, from the shores of Africa to the jungles of Honduras, 
to the depths of the Black Forest in Germany , and Eastern  

Europe, with their historical cultures steeped in tradition. We have taken 

all of this knowledge combined with a little Canadian flair and are now 

putting pen to paper to ensure this knowledge is passed on to future 

generations of woodcarvers and woodworkers.           
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CHAPTER  2 

 

Getting Started 

 

 
 

The Shelf Elf History .   The Shelf Elf is relatively new to 
the carving world. I am not sure when they where first 
created, but  ar en't  they the neatest thing. The Shelf  Elf is 
very easy to carve ,  yet is an excellent gift for  friends and 
family. Plus ,  it just looks really cool sitting on you r  bookshelf. 
So without further a due ,  letõs get carving .  

 

Types of tools .   For this type of carving I use 
a set of Flexcut Tools,  as seen to the right . I find 
them just the ticket for doing a medium size 
carving. But use what you have as long as there 
designed to do medium carving. B y this ,  I mean if 
you have Palm tools of some sort , use them  and,  
of course ,  make sure they are sharp .  The basic 
size and tool design and miscellaneous tools that 
are needed for this project are  listed below.  
 

1.  Straight Gouge # 5 with a width of 7/16 inch.  
2.  Parting Tool width of 1/4 inch ò70°  (6mm) 
3.  Straight Gouge # 9 with a width of 5/16 inch 
4.  Straight Gou ge # 3 with a width of 1/2 inch  
5.  Sand Paper 120 grit 1 sheet  
6.  Sand Paper 220 grit 1 sheet  
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7.  Small paint brush with a width between ½ to ¾  inches  
8.  Shellac or some other sander sealer I prefer shellac.  
9.  For y our choice of paint and color ,  I recommend 
crafters paints in the colors of Green, Red, White and Brown. 
Remember,  you donõt need very much to complete one project 
by it self.   
 

Carving Tool Quick Reference Guide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Type of wood.   The t ype of wood should be your first 
consideration. First ,  if you plan on painting the elf ,  then I 
recommend using Basswood. If you plan on staining or using a 
clear finish ,  go with a wood that has a medium to light color 
such as Butternut.  

 

Tool Number Design Size 

 

# 5 

 

 

  

7/16 (11mm) 

 

 

#9 

 

 

  

 

5/16 (8 mm) 

 

 

#3 

 

 

  

 

1/2 (12 mm) 

 

 

Parting Tool 

 

 

  

1/4 (6mm) 

 

70° 
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BASSWOOD .  
  Basswood is light in color with some light 

green stripes through the wood from time to 
time. This wood has wide but hairy grain 
(Furry). Basswood is considered  to be a 
carvers '  wood. It is the most popular of the 
carving woods. You will see that ,  on the open 
market , this wood will average between 
$1.50 BF to $ 5.00 BF depending where you 
pick it up. As well ,  there are stores and 
shops that will sell you prepared  carvings ,  or 
blanks as they are called, which are basically 
pre - carved. All you have to do is carve out 
the details. For a beginner this is a suitable 
way to go.     

 

 

 

Wood Name  Density 

Lbs per 

Cubic Ft  

Practical/ 

Workable  

Split 

resistance  

Grain  Photo  

Basswood  25-28  Soft  Good  Fine  

   

Not considered to be 

toxic, but when 

sanding a mask is 

necessary  
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BUTTERNUT.  Is one of the softer carving woods on the 
market; with its natural color being light br own to dark brown 
in most cases.  This wo od is very light weight, much like pine, 
and should not be used for anything that req uires strength, for 
example; a d etailed table or chair. However, it is excellent 
wood for smaller carvings. Butternut has been called the poor 
manõs black walnut and is fast becoming more difficult to find 
on the market. I personally love the wood, it carves excellent ly  
and has an outstanding finish, full of color and texture.       

Wood Name  Density 

Lbs per 

Cubic Ft  

Practical/ 

Workable  

Split 

resistance  

Grain  Photo  

Butternut  27 lbs sq 

ft  

medium  Good  Moderate to straight.  

   

Not considered to be 

toxic but when 

sanding a mask is 

necessary  
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Chapter 3 
 

Drawing On Your Pattern  The pattern below is my  suggestion,  
but not  your only option.  I lik e to think that the s helf elf is 
only the beginning and there is an unlimited number of 
patterns and ideas. Over the years Iõve seen several 
different designs and i deas. F or example ;  you can do 
everything from a n actual shelf elf design with the big ears 
or even a Viking  with their horns. I  just replace the hat with 
a Viking helmet and horns but leave the nose and hair.       
 
 

    
 

Front View  Side View  


























