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PREFACE 

 
Over the past 28 years of carving and furniture designing Marie 

and I have gathered tremendous amounts of knowledge and skill 

learning f rom master craftsman the world over.  From the shores of 

Africa to the jungles of Honduras, to the depths of the Black 

Forest in Germany and Easter n Europe, with their  historical 

cultures steeped in tradition. We have taken all of this knowledge 

combined with a little Canadian flare and are now putting pen to 

paper to ensure this knowledge is passed on to future generations 

of woodcarvers and woodwor kers .    

If you enjoy woodcarving or woodworking of any type this fast 

and simple project is for you. If youõre not a carver this is the 

perfect proj ect to get started and to becoming  a carver. If 

youõre a dedicated,  experienced woodcarver then this basic 

design can be enhanced to provide you with an irreplaceable ,  

outstanding work of art. So with that in mind ,  lets  get started.  

 

Wood to be used  

1.   The first thing you will have to do is to select a piece of 

wood. I recommend that you use basswood, Pine o r cedar for 

your first project. I like to use basswood because it carvers 

nicely  and holds detail well and ,  if protected from the elements ,  

it will last outdoors for some time and ,  most important ly  it is 

very inexpensive.  
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2.   So I first select my wood wh ich in this project I õve 

selected basswood, it õs size is 28 x 8 inches with a thickness of 

7/8 inch. Now ,  if you havenõt been able to pick up a board that 

fits the size required ,  then you will have to laminate two or 

three boards together or have someone do that for you at the 

local carpenter shop.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign Shape  

3.  Once you have selected your wood itõs now time to work on 

the shape that your sign will take. What I mean by this are  the 

outside edges your sign. Below are several basic designs that Iõve 

used in the past. My personal favorite is number (4) and itõs the 

one I am using for this short lesson.  

 

 

    

 

 

(1) Rounded edge 

(2) Cut edge 

(3) Oval design 

28 inches 

8 inches 

7/8  inches 
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4.  Keep in mind that you will need to leave some space that you 

will not carve in all the way around your sign .  This will be f or your 

border. I like to leave about 1.5  inches as a frame all the way 

around the edge. At this point you need to consider one more thing 

and thatõs the edge trim and what kind of design do you want.  As 

you can see below ,  I have provided you with three styles to chose 

from.  

 

 

 

 

(5)   Diamond Design 

(6)    Book Scroll Design 

 

(8)     Certificate scroll Design 

 

(7)    Certificate Design 

 

(4)  Rounded Edge 

 

(1)   Beveled Edge 

Craving or painting area  1.5 inches 1.5 inches 
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5.  Now that we have selected our wood type (Basswood) and we 

have decided on a design (4) and an edge (2) we can select the 

carving design and house numbers size. For this project Iõve 

selected a rose pattern  since itõs simple and it suits my house with 

the rose plants we have in the front garden. But there are several 

thousands of plans out there that you could pick from ,  itõs just a 

matter of getting the the me right. Below are several free patterns 

that I made which you can personally use but you are not 

authorized to make any profit from their use.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2)  Rounded Edge 

(3)  Plain Edge 
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Pattern # 1  

 

 

Need an example of one carved  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(2) Rounded edge 



 
8 

Pattern # 2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

(3) Rounded edge 
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Pattern # 3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4) Rounded edge 
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(3) Cut edge 
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