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First and foremost | would like to acknowledge and thank
my wife Marie for her many years of standing behind me in
this endeavor and assisting me in creating this book and
others.

And

To all the woodcarvers that will use this book to create their
own works of art.
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We are indebted to the thousands of Canadian and
World woodcarvers and wood workers who have shared their
Ideas and experiences with  us over the years through the
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PREFACE

Over the past 28 years of carving and furniture
designing Marie and | have gathered tremendous amounts of
knowledge and skill learning for master craftsman the world
over, from the sh  ores of Africa to the jungles of Honduras,
to the depths of the Black Forest in Germany and Eastern
Europe, with its historical cultures steeped in tradition. We
have taken all of this knowledge combined with a little
Canadlan flare and are now putting pen to paper to ensure
this knowledge Is passed on to future generations of
woodcarvers and woodworkers.
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Laptop Carving Bench

This type of Laptop Carving Bench Is one of the
simplest benches you can make. It's designed with no frifls
and easy to transport and | find it very easy to use.

Sometime in life the simplest things are the best.

All I've done is laminate 1 1/2 inch by 7/8 inch
strips of cherry, but you don't have to use cherry you can
use other hardwoods.  The only reason | used cherry this time
was because that's what | had in my shop, it was avallable so
[ used it. If you have maple or birch close at hand and within
your price range, by all means use it. Just remember you
must use harawood.




Table Top Design
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Center Leg bracing post

Step 1

When starting with raw  hard wood plane it off to 7/8
inch thick.

Step 2

Then rip the boards to 1 1/2 inch widths.




Step 3

Then Cut the boards to the desired length. | prefer 2
1t but you can use whatever size you need. Just remember
the bigger it is, the heaver it gets

Step 4

Now turn the strips on end and place them side by side.
This Is how you're going to glue them together. This will
provide you with extra strength and help prevent cracking o
twisting because the grain now runs vertical.
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Note: Onge the hoard is cut, stand
the 1% inch by 7/8 board on its side
before laminating together. This will
provide you with the 1% inch thick
table.

Pipe clamp -




Step 5

Gluing your bench together is quite simple if you use
long pipe clamps or something similar  as seen above .

Step 6

Now Square off the bench and sanding the edges.

Step 7

Now its time to d  rill the clamp holes  (bench dogs) - since
your table top is 2 ft by 2 It you can make the holes 2
inches apart or more. | would re commend not drilling the
holes closer than 2 inches or  you will weaken the strength of
your ta ble.

Step 8

Clamps. | like to use bench dogs for this carving table,
such as the bench dog, seen below. | purchased them from
Lee Valley tools in Ottawa . It's relatively inexpensive and
very easy Ssystem touse.lve used my clamps for about 5
years n ow four to five times a week and there still going
strong .




