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PREFACE

Over the past 28 years of carving and furniture
designing Marie and | have gathered tremendous amounts of
knowledge and skill learning for master craftsman the world
over, from the shores of Africa to the jungles of Honduras,
to the depths of the Black Forest in Germany and Eastern
Europe, with its historical cultures steeped in tradition. We
have taken all of this knowledge combined with a little
Canadian flare and are now putting pen to paper to ensure
this knowledge is passed on to future generations of
woodcarvers and woodworkers.




Carvinga n Oak leaf

Woodcarving a leafis  quite simple, however, carving a leaf
within a tree branch or in a pile of leafs is quite a bit more

difficult and a completely different story. In this e - book we
will cover the single Oak Leat.

1. The Leaf Patterns _--------------=--==-----—--—- 01
Oak Leaf
2. carving a leaf in 2D or relief carving  ------------ o2

Carving an Oak Leaf

L et gesrighttoit  ------- the leaf is a simple task once
you have carved one or two or more over the years. But for

the first timer it can halt you in your tracks. The aim of this
short e - book is to shake up your thought process and Y

/////

possible, putyoubac k on trackeeeeée. you trackin

| really enj oy maki ng The Leaf Pattern, be
matter of picking one up andtracing [t ouUt. Once thatods
all you need to do is fill in the vanes of the leaf that you

have justtracedo ut and t hat Os Justéolowébrar d

transfer the ridge marks of the vanes to your pattern. The

hard part is when  you start to add in overlap and depth, but

first , | e ts@aswith the basics and the basic pattern.

Oak Pattern
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2. Carving a leaf in 2D or relief carving ~  ------------ (0)%4

Before [ start any new carving |/ like to sit down and try
to tully understand the Subject or specimen, in this case a
leal. So , If you have never just studied a leaf then perhaps
/ t e to dojus tthat Pick up  leaf from your local tree and
have a long look at it. You will start to notice little
abnormalities and unique design changes between each leaf.
You will also notice how the leaf is truly const ructed and how
It 6s s Arepehdt., have a [/ ook at the tree w
a slight breeze and watch the shape the leaf takes on. Well )

now that we have done the spiritual thing with the leaf and
have become one with t héetlinedogete échuck,.
to carving.

Carving an Oak Leaf

Being able to ¢ arve the Oak Leaf is very handy if your
ever plan on doing some architectural carving or traditional
furniture carving.

Step 1 ;. First, like all carvings , | like to confirm my
pattern and its placement. [ like to transfer my pattern
to my wood by using carbon paper. This easily done, but
| would recommend you tape down your pattern and
carbon paper before tracing it out, that way you can
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fold back both and check iIf you have missed any lines.
By taping it  down you can pull it back and have a look.

Step2:  Now | take out my parting tool and follow the
outer edge of the carving pattern. Make sure that you
do not break the line of your carving pattern.




Note: Remember to watch
how the grain runs as you
carve. Going cross grain
or into the grain Is good.
But once you start to run
with the grain or out of
the grain the wood will
start to split and the
grain will start to fold
making a mess of your
project.

Cross grain: cutting into your project, perpendicular to the
grain.

Folding grain: This is when the grain collapse or crushes, very
common with cedar.




Step 3 . After the
parting tool it & back to
the number 5 straight
gouge and remove all of
the wood stock
surrounding the carving
up to the parting tool
cut. Repeat this step
and the previous step
until you achieve the
required depth.




Step 4. Now | t Bask to carving the vanes out using

the parting tool. You will need to watch this because
there is only one defined vane in the Oak leaf. The rest

of the leaf will e/ ther be folded out or folded in if
required , and if | need more depth in my project , 1 will
use a number 9 straight or bent gouge.

Step 5 ©  Once the leaf texture is complete a, Iwill use
a number 9 straight gouge to define the interior of the

leaf arms. I do this by going straight down into the

wood and working away from the leaf pattern with the
number 9 .

Step 6. Next, | t tee to start sanding the sharp
edges out of the vanes  and your project is just about
complete other than the finish.
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